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ACTION EXPLOITATION! 


Arrange baby spot to cast a long shadow 
on poster cutout. Set it up at foot of 
Stairs with copy reading, “Danger 
Lurks in the ‘Shadows On The Stairs’.” 
Add billing and playdate. 


Vv 


Stage a “Lights Out Preview.” Put on a 
showing of “Shadows On The Stairs” 
in total darkness. Use the following 
copy angle: “Girls ... hang on to your 
boy friends. Boys... hang on to your 
seats, because ‘Shadows On The 
Stairs’ starts tomorrow at midnight!” 


WwW 


Thrill Chart display. Graph shows jagged 
line running upward through such 
words as, “Thrills”, “Chills”, “Panic”, 
“Fear”, “Terror”, “Shock”, “Amaze- 
ment”, etc.... Add title and playdate. 


WwW 


For an advance teaser gag, distribute 
cards printed like this: 


».O.5S. 


You'll Find Out What It Means 
on Friday at the Strand! 


WwW 


Small steel box is prominently displayed 
in lobby. Card nearby reads, “What is 
in this box? You'll learn its terrifying 
secret when you see ‘Shadows On 
The Stairs’ at the Strand on Friday!” 


WwW 


Tag mystery magazines with stickers 
carrying title and selling copy. These 
are handed out in lobby by pretty at- 
tendant a few days prior to showing. 


Spot a green floodlight on a table contain- 
ing the following objects with ex- 
planatory copy: candles... for those 
who are afraid to go home in the dark 
after seeing “Shadows On The 
Stairs”; hair dye ... for those whose 
hair turns white from fear: nerve tonic 
- . . for patrons whose nerves are 
shattered by the terrifying scenes. 


WwW 


You may be able to promote a tie-in with 
local coffee concern wherein coffee 
is served in lobby. Angle is that 
Blank’s Delicious Coffee will calm 
nerves before and after seeing “Sha- 
dows On The Stairs.” 


WwW 


Tag this copy at end of picture. Also use it 
on lobby cards: “The management 
suggests you tell your friends that you 
saw ‘Shadows On The Stairs’... but 
don't tell them about the surprise 
ending!” 


WwW 


Interest local psychologist in coming to 
theatre and witnessing the reactions 
of patrons as they leave. His observa- 
tions should make for good human 
interest newspaper feature. 


wW 


Ad Mat 202 makes a good herald to use as 
inserts in mystery books in local cir- 
culating libraries. Also use them for 
general distribution. 


wW 


Blow up or make a giant display of the 
letter in Mat No. 203. Stiletto fastens 
letter to wall. Surround this with scene 
stills, billing, and playdate. 


—And Sell Your Show With The Exciting Warner Trailer 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1941 Vitagraph, Inc. License to reproduce with copyright notice granted newspapers, magazines and other periodicals. 


PUBLICITY 


(Lead Story) 


‘Shadows On The Stairs’ 
Exciting New Mystery 


One of the most thrilling 
mystery films of the season 
will make its local debut this 
Friday at the Strand Theatre 
when Warner Bros.’ “Shadows 
On The Stairs” opens. The film 
tells the exciting story of a 
series of 
mysterious 
crimes that 
take place in 
what seems 
to be an or- 
dinary Lon- 
don board- 
ing house. 
Bult-.t ee 
people who 
live there are 
by no means 
ordinary. 

The film 
stars Frieda 
Inescort and Paul Cavanagh as 
two people who try to solve 
the peculiar goings-on in the 
boarding house which Miss 
Inescort owns. Her daughter, 
played by Heather Angel, is in 
love with Bruce Lester, who 
plays the role of a promising 
young playwright. 

Cavanagh discovers that one 
of the boarders, played by Tur- 
han Bey, is the leader of a 
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gang of crooks who rob docke 
ships and bring the loot to 
the rooming house. Telling no 
one about his discovery, Cav- 
anagh decides to trap the 
criminals in his own manner. 
But Frieda Inescort, who no- 
tices that all isn’t on the up 
and up, accuses Cavanagh of 
carrying on some _ nefarious 
activity. She pleads with him 
to abandon whatever scheme 
he has in mind and he agrees 
to continue it for only one 
more night. 

Cavanagh enters Bey’s room 
that night and learns that he 
has stolen a box of valuables 
which are to be used to finance 
an international plot against 
Britain. The next morning 
Cavanagh is found brutally 
murdered in his room. On in- 
vestigation, Scotland Yard 
learns that everyone in the 
house might have had a rea- 
son to kill him. 

Miles Mander and Phyllis 
Barry are featured in the sup- 
porting cast. “Shadows On The 
Stairs” was directed by D. 
Ross Lederman and the sce- 
nario was written by Anthony 
Coldeway from a play by 
Frank Vosper. 


(Opening Day Story) 


New Mystery-Thriller 
Opens Today at Strand 


Thrills, murder and mystery 
are the elements that make up 
the new Warner Bros. film 
“Shadows On The _ Stairs” 
which opens at the Strand 
Theatre today. It is an adven- 
turous story of a gang of inter- 
national 
criminals 
who use an 
inconspicu- 
ous London 
boarding 
house as 
their hide- 
out. 

Frieda In- 
escort plays 
the role of a 
woman who 
owns the 
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tries to solve a series of mys- 
terious events. Aiding her, and 
becoming even more deeply in- 
volved is Paul Cavanagh, in 
the role of a boarder who dis- 
covers the leader of the gang. 


Heather Angel, in the role of 
Miss Inescort’s daughter, lends 
romance to the film by falling 
in love with Bruce Lester, por- 
traying a young playwright. 

When Cavanagh decides to 
put an end to the criminal 
activities of a fellow lodger, 
played by Turhan Bey, Frieda 
Inescort believes he is in on 
the foul play that has been 
going on. She pleads with him 
to stop his mysterious behav- 
ior and he agrees to continue 
for only a few more hours. 
That night he has a talk with 
Bey but it gets no results. The 
next morning Cavanagh is 
found murdered in his room. 
Scotland Yard is called in on 
the case and proves that every- 
one in the house had a rea- 
son to kill him. 

Featured in the supporting 
cast are Miles Mander and 
Phyllis Barry. “Shadows On 
The Stairs” was written by 
Anthony Coldeway from a 
play by Frank Vosper. D. Ross 
Lederman directed the film. 


(Review) 


‘Shadows On The Stairs’ 


Topnotch Mystery Film 


A hair-raising mystery film, 
packed with excitement, 
thrilled Strand Audiences yes- 
terday at the Strand Theatre, 
when Warner Bros.’ “Shadows 
On The Stairs” had its initial 
local showing. It is the story 
of a gang of ruthless criminals 
who use a London boarding 
house for their hideout. 

Frieda Inescort, who has 
never given a poor perform- 
ance, keeps up the good work 
with her current role as the 
owner of the boarding house 
who tries to restore peace to 
the place. Paul Cavanagh 
gives a smooth, realistic por- 
trayal of a person who is anx- 
ious to get to the bottom of 
all the mysterious goings-on 
in his own peculiar manner. 
Heather Angel is charming as 
Miss Inescort’s daughter and 
gives the film a touch of ro- 
mance when she falls in love 


with Bruce Lester, who gives 
a splendid performance as a 
young playwright. Miles Man- 
der and Phyllis Barry lead the 
supporting cast in the roles of 
two characters who become 
innocently involved in the 
crimes. 

One morning Cavanagh is 
found murdered in his room, 
evidently because his investi- 
gations revealed too much. 
However when Scotland Yard 
is called in, they show that 
anyone in the house might 
have killed him. After many 
an exciting experience, the kil- 
ler is finally trapped and his 
identity will surprise every- 
one. 

The script, which is packed 
with action was written by An- 
thony Coldeway from a play 
by Frank Vosper. “Shadows 
On The Stairs” was directed 
by D. Ross Lederman. 


‘Shadows on the Stairs’ 
Fast Mystery Yarn 
Coming to the Strand 


Not only the background in 
the story, but the story’s past, 
as well as its present, stamp 
Warner Bros.’ “Shadows On The 
Stairs,” which opens Friday 
at the Strand Theatre, as a 
favorite among mystery stories. 

Written by Frank Vosper, 
English playwright, the story 
of intrigue in London, and sud- 
den death on the East India 
Docks, first became a popular 
success when it was presented 
for extended runs on the New 
York and London stages. Laur- 
ence Olivier made his first 
bid for notice by American 
audiences when he played a 
role in its New York run. 

When presented as a film in 
England in 1932, Playwright 
Vosper played his own lead 
opposite Pat Paterson, now 
Mrs. Charles Boyer. In the cur- 
rent version which was directed 
by D. Ross Lederman, the 
thriller went before the lens 
with a superb cast. 

Players include Frieda Ines- 
cort, Paul Cavanagh, Heather 
Angel, Bruce Lester, Miles 
Mander and Phyllis Barry in 
the featured roles with a fine 
supporting cast. 


‘Shadows on the Stairs’ 
Suspenseful New Film 


A thrilling mystery film that 
will keep you in suspense from 
start to finish will open next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 
The picture called “Shadows 
On The Stairs,” is the exciting 
story of a band of criminals 
who use a London boarding 
house as a hideout. 

Frieda Inescort is cast as the 
owner of the rooming house 
and together with Paul Cav- 
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anagh, who portrays one of 
the lodgers, she tries to track 
down the criminals. Heather 
Angel and Bruce Lester lend 
the romantic angle to the film 
as a young couple who don’t 
let crime interfere with love. 
The picture is crammed full of 
adventure and exciting action. 

“Shadows On The Stairs” 
was written by Anthony Col- 
deway from a play by Frank 
Vosper. D. Ross Lederman di- 
rected the Warner Bros. film. 


Resourceful Actress 


Charming, talented and Brit- 
ish actress, Frieda Inescort, is 
starred in Warner’ Bros.’ 
“Shadows On The Stairs”, with 
Paul Cavanagh and Heather 
Angel, which opens at the 
Strand next Friday. The re- 
sourceful player revealed re- 
cently that she turned actress 
from newspaper woman in 
New York so that she could 
make the money to travel. 


egreph, Ine. 
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SUSPENSEFUL MOMENT from the exciting Warner Bros. mystery-thriller, 
“Shadows On The Stairs,” coming to the Strand Theatre next Friday. Shown 
above are Frieda Inescort and Paul Cavanagh. 


New Film Packs Wallop 


A mystery thriller that packs 
a wallop, yet offers an unex- 
pected twist that takes it out 
of the class of average who- 
dunits, is Warner Bros.’ “Sha- 
dows On The Stairs,” opening 
at the Strand on Friday. The 
fast-paced film stars Frieda In- 
escort and Paul Cavanagh and 
offers a supporting cast of such 
talented players as Heather 
Angel and Bruce Lester. 


Mystery at Strand Soon 


The Strand Theatre is pleased 
to announce that Warner Bros.’ 
“Shadows On The Stairs,” new- 
est action-mystery drama, will 
open next Friday. The sus- 
penseful film is different, en- 
tertaining and well cast, with 
such talented players as Frieda 
Inescort, Paul Cavanagh, 
Heather Angel, Bruce Lester 
and Miles Mander. D. Ross 
Lederman directed the film. 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not For Publication) 


Stella Armitage (Frieda Inescort) and her husband Tom (Miles Mander) 
run a boarding house where many mysterious events take place. Her 
daughter Sylvia (Heather Angel) and Hugh Bromilow (Bruce Lester) try 
to find out exactly what is going on. Joseph Reynolds (Paul Cavanagh) 
also decides to put a stop to some of the peculiar happenings but doesn’t 
tell anyone how he intends to do so. Stella pleads with him to abandon 
what she believes are nefarious schemes but he stalls. Reynolds dis- 
covers that a roomer (Turhan Bey) is involved in an international plot 
and has a talk with him. The next morning, Reynolds is found murdered 
and Scotland Yard reveals that everyone in the house had a motive 
for the crime. The identity of the murder comes as a complete surprise. 


THE CAST 


Mrs. Stella Armitage 
Joseph Reynolds 
Sylvia 

Hugh Bromilow 

Tom Armitage 
Inspector 

Ram Singh 
Constable 


Frieda Inescort 
Paul Cavanagh 
Heather Angel 
Bruce Lester 
Miles Mander 
Lumsden Hare 
Turhan Bey 
Charles Irwin 


Phyllis Barry 
Mary Field 
Paul Renay 

Sidney Bracy 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by D. ROSS LEDERMAN 
Screen Play by Anthony Coldeway;: From the Play by Frank Vosper; 
Director of Photography, Allen G. Siegler, A.S.C.; Art Director, Stanley 
Fleischer; Dialogue Director, Frank Fox; Film Editor, Thomas Pratt: 
Sound by Stanley Jones; Gowns by Milo Anderson; Makeup Artist, 
Perc Westmore. 


Running Time 63 Minutes 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 
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